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MMaakkiinngg  HHiissttoorryy  bbyy  FFiigghhttiinngg  ttoo  RReecceeiivvee  TToottaall  

PPeerrmmaanneenntt  DDiissaabbiilliittyy  
In April of 2004, I took a short, routine flight for my job. 

As soon as the plane stopped at the gate, I noticed something 
was wrong. I felt like the plane was still taxiing. Once deplaning I 
had difficulty walking and found the nearest chair to sit down. I 
was traveling with a R.N. from work and she re-assured me the 
strange feelings would pass. The feelings did not pass and I told 
her to catch the next plane without me. This presented a huge 
problem since I was there to train other staff on a program I 
created to educate medical professionals about rules and 
regulations on Medicare mental health benefits. Immediately, we 
called company headquarters to report the situation. This was the 
first report of my injury to my employer. Their workerôs 
compensation insurer spent the next six months ñinvestigatingò 
my claim. At six months, they accepted liability. In the meantime, 
I was under the care of an ENT who put me through tests, had 
me trial drugs for Migraine Associated Vertigo (MAV) which made 
me worse and in the end said he could not help me. My primary 
physician referred me to a neurologist who ordered more 
extensive testing in March 2005. In late March, workerôs 
compensation notified me by mail that they were denying my 
benefits. I also received a call from my employer ordering me 
back to work the following Monday. I asked why I was denied and 
they told me it was based on a response letter they received from 
the ENT that stated he felt I had MAV which that meant my 
condition was not caused by the flight. I exercised all my appeal 
rights to no avail and was ultimately terminated by my employer 
who also denied my Long Term Disability (LTD) benefits. In April 
2005, the neurologist diagnosed me with MdDS after interpreting 
all my tests. I met with an attorney in June and he advised me to 
contact a WC attorney as well as to pursue legal action to receive 
LTD benefits. I hired a WC attorney and we filed for Total 
Temporary Disability. There is about a 10-month waiting period 

in Wisconsin to receive a WC Hearing date. The next two years 
(ô05 ï ô07) I reached a settlement with the WC Insurer for lost 
wages prior to the Hearing dates. In June ó07, my attorney and I 
filed a claim for Total Permanent Disability. I was notified of a 
hearing date for Feb ó08. Although my case was to be heard at 
1:00PM, I reached a settlement agreement for Total Permanent 
Disability at 9:30 AM on that date. The incredible doctors I have, 
their documentation, and advocacy on my behalf helped make 
this possible. The sum I received is for lost future wages and a 
separate medical account to cover future unpaid expenses until I 
am 82, which is my life expectancy. I believe I have made history 
by being the first person with MdDS to win a WC disability case.  

This process took an emotional toll on me. After my 
employment was terminated, and I was denied disability benefits, 
I lived with the constant fear and stress of becoming homeless 
and bankrupt. I took for granted I could always support myself, 
after all I was an educated professional with a great career. Over 
the course of three years, I cashed out all my investments so I 
could maintain housing and basic living needs. My symptoms 
were very high and I struggled to get through each day. Many 
days I did not want to get out of bed, I had nothing to get up for 
except feeling motion that was nonexistent and a world that did 
not understand my condition. However, I fought on. I persevered 
against all odds. That is what all people with MdDS must do. Just 
because this awful syndrome is not well researched, written 
about, or well known, we cannot allow the giant legal entities to 
defeat us. I have been up against my legal opponents who say I 
cannot have this syndrome because I did not have a long, 
turbulent flight because there is no literature available to indicate 
otherwise. Regardless, I won my case on merits and supportive 
physicians and expect to win my pending LTD lawsuit too.  
Female, age 41  

  

 

Your Contributions Count ! 

 

Operating as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, your tax exempt donations 
to the MdDS Balance Disorder Foundation in support of research and 

educational and advocacy programs are encouraged.  
We are now able to accept contributions using Pay Pal and credit cards.  

Visit www.MdDSfoundation.org or use the donate button below.  

 

 
 

Or please send checks to: 
 

MdDS Balance Disorder Foundation 
Marilyn Josselyn, Treasurer 

255 Copper Beech Drive 
Blue Bell, PA 19422 

 

 
If you are interested in 

volunteering to assist with our 
programs, please email: 

 

Sharon: lodilawyer@yahoo.com 

 

 
For further information 

about the Foundation or to 
learn more about MdDS, 

please visit our website at 
www.MdDSfoundation.org 

 

 
Send comments, questions, or 

suggestions to the Newsletter Editor. 
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